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Introduction: The announcement of the birth of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ came to a young lady who was then thinking of how her future home is going to be like. Mary is her name, she was espoused to Joseph as wife to be and might be looking forward for the joy of being married. Only to receive news of going to bear a child without encountering a man, and that child is going to be a Child of God, the promise of Israel, the Messiah. Think about this for a moment. Mary might have been in a pensive mood. Hearing what has not happened before that a virgin given birth to a child and not that just that, she is espoused to a man for wife. What were her possible challenges and our challenges that could have rob her of such a blissful opportunity? 
Shall we come before the Lord in prayer…

Mary’s assignment of bearing Christ might look conflicting to what she was planning her life for. As a lady espoused to Joseph which we will be reading about very soon means that she might have her wedding plans and expecting to build a family. Yet, she was chosen by God among all women for such a great and honoring assignment. In our text today, we would identify three main heart conditions that were full of Mary, that enable her to submit her plans totally to God’s plan for her life, even though it has the potential of dragging her image and family to shame. To start with, let read from Luke 1:26-38…
· The Heart of Perfect Obedience! – verse 38
“Then Mary said, “Behold the maidservant of the Lord! Let it be to me according to your word.” And the angel departed from her.” 
Today, you and I might be the Mary’s to our world! To our families! To our place of work! To our friends! The carries of the Salvation and redemption that our world need!

This assignment, Mary didn’t ask for, she didn’t bargain for that. Likewise your situation, you didn’t chose anything about your condition, it is God’s divine plan that has brought you this far to be the carrier of the LIGHT into this dark world. Therefore, we also need “the heart of perfect obedience” to His assignment on our life. This will enable us have the right “eyes of judgment” in case we are afflicted for the sake of our assignment. 

Have we wondered for a minute why we are who we are? I do that very often, because, I know I am not the only one even in my family let alone my tribe, nation or the world. This always remind me of been God’s chosen as stated in 1 Peter 2:9, “But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light;” 
We have an assignment different from our plans like Mary might have. You and I are faced with that same challenge of our plans conflicting with the assignment of God for our lives. Our plans are good and will have good intentions but might not be God’s will for your life. That is why Jesus said in Matthew 7:21-23, “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven.”  The will of God for us is the paramount thing, not our dreams, not our works, they shall all pass away, but the will of God will remain forever. Mary never passes away because she tender in her plans for God’s will to prevail in her life. She is forever remembered everywhere the Gospel is declared! Beloved, there are no regrets in surrendering your plans into God’s hand. It has great reward and recompense!
Mary at this point could have so many excuses for not been ready or the right person to carry the Messiah into the world. She was a teenager, not so experience in life, might not be that informed about the Promise of Israel and so many other. But she didn’t but perfect obeyed the will of God for her life. 

You might say, my friends will think I have gone soft and weak, I have lost my Igor and they will laugh at me. Yes that is very true, you will go soft and become tough in Christ! You will go weak and become strong in Christ, because we are made strong in Him when we are weak before men! This will enable us confess the Light to the world and obtain the everlasting honor! That is why Jesus says in Matthew 10:32 -33, “Therefore whoever confesses Me before men, him I will also confess before My Father who is in heaven. But whoever denies Me before men, him I will also deny before My Father who is in heaven.” 
Again, you might ask, how can this be since I am not so informed about the scriptures, I don’t know how to pray, I don’t know what to say? Yes, Mary also asked the same question, “How can this be, since I do not know a man?” – verse 34. It looks impossible!

You may say, I am sorry I can’t live out the light in my school where everyone has boyfriends and girl friends satisfying their selfish desire. In my work place, there is no one who is a believer, how do I be firm and say no to unholy life, whereas there is no one to support me. I am here to tell you that you don’t need the approval of men to do what is right, not even your family. But ONLY the POWER of the Holy Ghost is the only support that we all need. The Power from on high is what we need, as was told to Mary. The Light that Mary carries is not physical but of the Spirit. Likewise our calling and assignments are not physical but of the Spirit therefore the only support we need is the empowerment of the Holy Spirit. This power will enable us to say no to illicit sex, illicit contract, illicit behavior and conversations.
Beloved, we can make it with the power of the Holy Spirit! Jesus Christ last words before ascending to heaven after resurrection, said in Acts 1:8, “But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” The Apostolic Church was very successful because of the power of the Holy Spirit that came over them. We also cannot do without the power of the Holy Spirit. Let us pray for the Spirit of God to fill us, for our God is ever willing to give us His Spirit if we will ask, He is a just God! The second heart that Mary had was ….we can read the same Luke 1: 39-45
· The Heart of Perfect Humility! Verse 39, 43.
“Now Mary arose in those days and went into the hill country with haste, to a city of Judah, … But why is this granted to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me?” – Vs 39, 43.
Mary disregarded the honor of being the carrier of the Lord, ignored the difficulties of travelling to the HILL country of Judah to look for her cousin and great her, share the good news with her. Through the heart of perfect humility, her faith was translated in ACTION! The Bible says our faith without action is dead! We need humility in our hearts to believe whatever we are told so that take action that will encourage us to stick to our assignment. In verse 45, Elizabeth said, “Blessed is she who believed, for there will be a fulfillment of those things which were told her from the Lord.” Mary believed what was declared to her and she humbly took steps of faith that brought great encouragement to her. The Spirit of God, through Elizabeth confirmed the words of the Angel to her. Also, as a strong faith building in Mary, seeing her cousin who was known as barren – impossible to give birth as stated in verse 36, “Now indeed, Elizabeth your relative has also conceived a son in her old age; and this is now the sixth month for her who was called barren. “  Her faith was lifted up because the God of Israel said, with Him there is nothing like in impossible – impossible is nothing! In the verse 37 indicates that, “For with God nothing will be impossible.”
Beloved, we also need that heart of humility to enable us leave our comfort zones so that we can translate our faith into action and build our faith. Many of us are so much aware of our assignment, yet we lack the heart of total dependence on God to enable us translate our faith into action. We are been hindered by our comfort, therefore our HILLs or difficult areas are still not conquered if not growing stronger day by day. We cherish our comfort more than we are willing to follow God in accomplishing our assignment. 

Our fears will never fade away or overcome if we don’t take steps of faith! We need faith in God’s word to overcome our fears, to conquer our Hills so that we can receive the words of encouragement that we need. The Bible says, we have not been given the spirit of fear but of Faith and sound mind! This Christmas let us exercise Faith by reaching out to the unreached in our society, even those at the difficult areas of our life. Finally, “the heart of perfect praise and thankfulness”! Shall we read Luke 1:46-56.  
· The Heart of Perfect Praise and Thankfulness! Verse 46 - 56
James says, “Is any merry? Let him sing psalms,” – James 5:13.
Mary in her state of happiness was full of praise. She lived the scripture. James said let the one happy sing psalms; let that person sing praises to God! In the praises and thanks of Mary, two things were made vivid in fact; you can find more than that as led by the Spirit of God. For now is only two. Mary sang praises to God expressing “how unworthy she was” to receive such an honor! 

· Mary expresses how she was unknown and despised, but that did not prevent God from choosing her.” – verse 46-49.
Mary’s lowly state was regarded by our great God. Even though God is powerful and mighty, He decided to use someone like her who is low. 

We are also in the same eyes as Mary; we did not choose ourselves for the assignment that God has given us. The Bible says in John 15::16, “You did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit, and that your fruit should remain, that whatever you ask the Father in My name He may give you.” None of us decided to carry God’s assignment for our lives. He made that choice and wants us to fulfill that assignment by being productive and if our fruits remain, then anything we shall ask in His name from the Father will be given to us. – Many of us key to unlock our success, finances or what have you is our step of faith in sharing the Gospel to neighbor! That could be your friend, teacher, lab mate, etc. 
Beloved, we are to rejoice and sink praises to God as we carry the Light into this dark world. We should sing praises in our afflictions for they are light compare to the glory ahead! Let us with pure heart praise God in all situations! The second thing in Mary’s praise was…
· God is a Covenant keeping God! – Verse 50 - 56.
Our God’s covenant towards those who fear Him shall be to generation to generation, He is our strength who will scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. He will put down the mighty from their thrones because of you who carry the LIGHT into this darkness! 
He will fill our hungry with good things not just anything but good things, for He is our present help in times of trouble! His covenant with Abraham and his seeds will forever be remembered by our God if will avail ourselves and carry the LIGHT into this dark world. 

In Conclusion

At this Christmas, as we celebrate the birth of our Savior, we are encouraged to have the heart of Mary which is full of Obedience, Humility and Praise to God’s assignment. We are called out by God to CARRY the LIGHT which is Christ into the world of sin and unforgiveness! To bring about salvation and forgiveness! 
We are called as Ambassadors of Christ today! In 2 Corr. 5:20, “Now then, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were pleading through us: we implore you on Christ’s behalf, be reconciled to God.” 
The beauty of a LIGHT is it brightness! Therefore, as carries of the Light, let us go out there and SHINE! 
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